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Xn accordance with established proceftora , there lu 
transmitted h&rei&ith a proposed report on s$& 7135 
(A Bill to ana&d fcha Military Personnel and Civilian 
E&ploy&es * Claims Act of 1964 , as -amaadAd, with 
respect to tii® settlement of. cXatim against tive 
United States by civilian officers and employees 
for dssmgo to# or loss of# personal wropwarty incident 
to their service) which has bean requested by the 
Chair&an of the Houses Committee on ths Judiciary* 

Please inform the Cap&rtnent whether there is any 
objection, to fcho subsaission of tills repast* 

Sincerely, 


Marshall ttrlqht 

Assist tot Secretary 

for Congressional F&latloaa 


State Department review completed 


Enclosure* 

Six copies of 

proposed report (fcha lotfcnr to the Coxsaitteo) 
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Honorable Peter W. Rodino, Jr. 

Chairman, Committee -on the Judiciary • • 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C, 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Tho Secretary has asked me to reply to your letter of 
May 4, 1973 requesting a report on H.R. 7135, a bill 
to amend the Military Personnel and Civilian Employees 
Claims Act of 19G4, as amended. 

The Department, the Agency for International Development 
and tho United States Information Agency support this 
bill which would provide identical authority to all 
departments and agencies to settle claims of their 
employees for personal property losses incurred 
incident to service. Tho bill would increase the 
ceiling on the authority of defense and foreign 
affairs agencies to settle such claims from $10,000 
to $12,000 and would .increase tho ceiling applicable 
to all other agencies from $6500 to $12,000. 

Section 2 of the bill authorises the application of 
tliis new ceiling retroactively to August 31, 136 4 for 
all agencies except this Department and the other 
foreign affairs agencies as defined in section 3 (b) 

Cl) (3) of the present law, although it is our 
understanding that it was intended that the retroactive 
feature apply to all departments and agencies. Since 
we believe it is equitable to permit reimbursement up 
to the new maximum for service incurred losses rogardles; 
of whether they occurred before or after the date of 
enactment of the authorising legislation, we support 
the retroactive application of tills bill and request 
that the required authority be extended to the 
Department and other foreign affairs agencies. This • 
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could be done most simply by amending section 2 of the 
bill by inserting "or $10,000" immediately after "$6500" 
on line 25 of page 2 and changing "limitation" to 
"limitations" on line 1 of page 3. 

The Office of Management and. Budget advises that from 
tho standpoint of the Administration’s program there 
is no objection to the submission of this report. 




Sincerely yours, 


Marshall Wright 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congrossional Relations 
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